SECTION VI.

THE DEATH OF ARIUS.

189. ^ONSTANTINE, being gained over by the
^-/ Arian party, called Arius to Constanti-
nople, with the intention of obliging Alexander, the
Bishop of that see, to restore him to the communion
of the Church. The old man, who was at that time
ninety-seven years of age, betook himself with his
people to prayer and fasting. He shut himself up in
the'church, and continued in supplication for several
days and nights. The coming Sunday was appointed
for the reception of Arius, and on the preceding day
Alexander was summoned before Constantine, and
commanded to comply with his wish. On his refusal
the Emperor grew angry, and Alexander withdrew
in silence to urge the cause of Catholic truth with
greater earnestness in a more suitable Presence, He
fell on his face before the altar,'and he conjured
Christ, the Lord of all and King of kings, to deliver
the Church from the danger and disgrace which
threatened it One of the persons attendant on him
was Macarius, from whom St. Athanasius relates it